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Education and Training 

ANNP  Training:  The MSc Partnership 
Course has been agreed with PHNT and 
the University of Plymouth.  The Course 
Lead  for this MSC is ANNP Dee Keeling 

2016 Parent Conferences in Bristol and Plymouth 

We are very excited to announce that in October and November 2016 the Neonatal Network will be 

hosting two conferences across the South West for any parent or family who has had a sick or prema-

ture infant within the last 2 years.  These Conferences are the first of their kind to be run across the UK 

and we are aiming to provide parents with information and support to better enable them to navigate 

the first few and often traumatic years of life as parents to a pre-term child.  All units will soon be 

receiving some posters and leaflets, as well as an electronic copy to advertise these events.  We ask 

that you disseminate this information as widely as you are able.  The flyers for both events are includ-

ed with this Newsletter. 

South West Neonatal Website 
Our aim for the Regional Neonatal Website is that it becomes an information hub for both parents and 

professionals alike.  In late 2015 we were successful in obtaining an educational grant and so have 

used this to develop promotional materials for the website.  Each Unit will  have recently received 

posters and associated materials which identify our website and provide signposting for parents and 

professionals.  We will be monitoring the website to see the impact of such materials and we welcome 

any feedback in regards to what we can do to improve the site. 

National Appointment for NBT Consultant 

The ODN would like to pass on congratulations from ourselves and the region to David Evans who has 

been appointed as Vice President of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health with specific 

responsibility for training and assessment.  
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THIS MONTH IN THE REGION 
The Neonatal Unit at the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital has become the first in the Country to be fully 

accredited by the prestigious UNICEF UK Baby Friendly 

Initiative.  The Baby Friendly Initiative, set up by UNICEF and 

the World Health Organisation, is a global programme which 

provides a practical and effective way for health services to 

improve the care provided for mothers and babies.  It is based 

on a comprehensive set of standards designed to provide 

parents with the best possible care to build close and loving 

relationships with their baby. 

Sue Prosser, Senior Nurse for the Neonatal Unit, said: “We are really proud to be the first NNU to achieve 

this accreditation. I t is a testament to the team’s hard work and dedication to the babies and families in 

our care.  The team have worked closely with families and our parent support group SNUG, really 

listening to their needs and concerns.  This has ensured that changes to practices and facilities have been 

made with the baby and family truly at the heart.  We’re all conscious that this accreditation is only the 

start of our journey and we are looking forward to continuing to work with our families as true partners 

in care.” 



 

Events 

 21st June 2016: South West ODN Joint 
Advisory Meeting.  All Clinical, Nursing 
and Management Leads welcome. 

 23rd June 2016: South West Mini 
MBBRACE meeting. 

 17th May 2016: MBRRACE-UK Perina-
tal Mortality Surveillance Report, 
London. 

 SW Neonatal Parent Conferences: 
13th October 2016, Bristol and  
17th November 2016, Plymouth. 
Please email swneonatalnet-
work@uhbristol.nhs.uk for more infor-
mation. 

 24th September 2016, 12.45-17.20 
South West Symposium: Perinatal 
Medicine and the Newborn Brain 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-
sciences/research/neurosciences/
research/neurology/symposium-
perinatal-medicine-2016/ 

Data Updates 
In mid May our Data Analyst Dr Pippa Griew will be returning from Maternity Leave.   An early focus 

for her will be to review our quarterly dashboard to ensure that we are collecting all that we need to 

for the coming year.  To bring us into line with NHS England requirements and neighbouring Neona-

tal Networks, our dashboards will now be RAG rated and include additional Unit information includ-

ing NNAP.  These will be distributed more formally to Units and Trusts on a quarterly basis and be 

available to view on our website. 

2016/17 CQUINs and QIPPs 
There will be no Neonatal CQUINs or QIPPS for 2016/17 

New South West Guidelines Ratified 
The following Guidelines were approved at Executive Board on 5th May 2016.  These can be 

accessed on the Neonatal Website  www.swneonatalnetwork.co.uk . 

 The use of Donor Milk Bank 

 Caffeine use in Preterm Infants  

 Management of Infant Mothers with Thyroid Disease 

 Probiotics in Preterm Infants 

Regional Network Capacity 
NICU at Derriford Hospital Plymouth has recently increased their NICU / HD cot occupancy by 2 to 
accommodate commissioned Peninsula tertiary work. 
Therefore NICU capacity at Plymouth is now: 

 14 IC/HD cots plus  

 2 IC cubicles to accommodate ROP surgery & isolation 

 6 SC 

 18 TC 
 

NIDCAP FINE Programme in the South West 
The framework for FINE comes from the Synactive Theory of Newborn Behavioural Organisation and 
Development and draws on the NIDCAP, Newborn Individualised Developmental Care and Assess-
ment Program which is recognised as the gold standard for individualised family centred develop-
mental care.  The FINE Team includes experienced NIDCAP trainers and NIDCAP professionals, who 
also bring to the programme specialised knowledge and experience from neonatology, neonatal 
nursing, occupational therapy and physiotherapy.  The South West is lucky to have 2 NIDCAP Profes-
sionals based at St Michael’s and have a further 5 nurses at St Michaels (3) and RUH (2) who are 
undertaking their training. 
St Michael’s and Bath have been working in collaboration with Inga Warren in running this pro-
gramme since 2014.  We have now held 2 Foundation Toolkits for Family Centred Developmental 
Care (Level 1) in Bristol and will be holding a third one on the 23rd and 24th March 2017.  St Michael’s 
are working with Inga to run the Practical Skills Course (Level 2) from 8th September.  This is a 12 
week course and places are limited.  
For further information about either course, please email louise.gould@uhbristol.nhs.uk  

 

We welcome any additions to our monthly Newsletter.  If you have any updates, 

events or best-practice that you wish to share please email 

 Judy.Horner@UHBristol.nhs.uk 
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YOUR PREMATURE 
BABY AT HOME 

A DAY FOR PARENTS 
 

13TH OCTOBER 2016 – BRISTOL 
VENUE:  AZTEC HOTEL, AZTEC WEST, ALMONDSBURY, BRISTOL BS32 4TS 

Talks to include: 
Child development; importance of play; feeding and 

weaning; keeping parents healthy and happy; 
preparing for pre-school and school; and pregnancy 

after a premature birth. 

To register your interest in attending please 

email: swneonatalnetwork@uhbristol.nhs.uk 

 

 

 
For parents and 

carers of a 

premature baby 

aged 2 and under                        

 

Free event for 

parents and parking 

 

Free goodie bag and 

prize draw                   

 

 

 Refreshments and 

lunch   provided                        

 

 First aid classes  

 

Complimentary 

therapies 
 

HOSTED BY: 

SOUTH WEST 

NEONATAL NETWORK 
Level D, St Michaels 

Hospital, Southwell Street, 
Bristol BS2 3EG 

 
0117 3421731 

www.swneonatalnetwork.co.uk 

 

 



 

YOUR PREMATURE 
BABY AT HOME 

A DAY FOR PARENTS 
(Including a celebration of World Prematurity Day) 

17TH NOVEMBER 2016 – PLYMOUTH 
VENUE:  FUTURE INN, 1 WILLIAM PRANCE ROAD, PLYMOUTH PL6 5ZD 

Talks to include: 
Child development; importance of play; feeding and 

weaning; keeping parents healthy and happy; 
preparing for pre-school and school; and pregnancy 

after a premature birth. 

To register your interest in attending please 

email: swneonatalnetwork@uhbristol.nhs.uk 
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aged 2 and under                        
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HOSTED BY: 
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Level D, St Michaels 
Hospital, Southwell Street, 

Bristol BS2 3EG 
 

0117 3421731 

www.swneonatalnetwork.co.uk 

 

 


